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SUB J : FOOD TRANSPORT SYSTEM UNDER STRAIN 

REF: COLOMBO 1036 

1 . DURING APRIL 1 VISIT OF USDAAVESTERN WHEAT ASSOCIATES 
TEAM, CONVERSATIONS WITH FOOD COMMISSIONER P.M. HASSAN AND 
STATE FLOUR MILLING CORPORATION CHAIRMAN V.P. SILVA INDICATED 
TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM HAVING PROBLEMS IN HANDLING DISTRIBUTION 
OF INCREASED RICE RATION AND OTHER FOODSTUFFS (REFTEL). 

2. SILVA, WHO WORKED IN FOOD COMMISSIONER S OFFICE BEFORE 
TAKING OVER FLOUR MILLING CORP., SAID RAILWAY DEPARTMENT USED 
TO PROVIDE ABOUT 200 FREIGHT CARS ON PERMANENT BASIS FOR FOOD 
TRANSPORT AND WOULD ALSO MAKE UP SPECIAL TRAINS WHENEVER RE- 
QUIRED. IN PAST FEW MONTHS. HOWEVER, ONLY ABOUT 40 CARS HAVE 
BEEN PROVIDED DUE TO GENERAL DETERIORATION OF ROLLING STOCK 
AND SPECIAL TRAINS ARE NO LONGER AVAILABLE. CONSEQUENTLY, 

RAIL TRANSPORT FOR FOOD STUFFS LIMITED TO HIGH COUNTRY 

FOR WHICH 40 CARS ARE BARELY SUFFICIENT. REST OF ISLAND IS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 COLOMB 01212 050643Z 

NOW SUPPLIED BY TRUCKS WHICH ARE BEING OPERATED ON 24-HOUR 
A DAY BASIS WITH DRIVER RELAYS, AND MAINTENANCE IS BECOMING 
A SERIOUS PROBLEM. ARMY HAS BEEN CALLED IN TO HELP AS IN- 
CREASED FLOW OF GOODS THREATEN TO SWAMP TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM. 

3. AS VIRTUALLY ALL INCOMING SHIPMENTS ARRIVE THROUGH 
COLOMBO, PORT FACILITIES ARE OVERLOADED. FOR PAST WEEK, BET- 
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WEEN 10 AND 20 SHIPS HAVE BEEN STANDING OFF SHORE WAITING 
BERTH SPACE. DESPITE PORT BOTTLENECK, SILVA SAID INTERNAL 
DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM FALLING BEHIND IN MOVING GOODS OUT OF 
COLOMBO. 

4. TO MAKE MATTERS WORSE, FOOD COMMISSIONER HAS PLANS TO 
BUILD UP REGIONAL FOOD STOCKS TO MAINTAIN ONE MONTH'S SUPPLY 
AT ELECTORATE LEVEL. THIS MOVE IN ANTICIPATION TRANSPORTA- 
TION STRIKES NEAR ELECTION TIME COULD DISRUPT FOOD SUPPLIES. 

REED 
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